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NOTES AND NEWS 

All friends of anthropology will rejoice to learn that after an interval 
of some years Professor Baldwin Spencer has resumed his researches 
among the aborigines of Australia. The following particulars as to his 
work and his plans are extracted from a letter addressed to Dr. J. G. 
Prazer on the 13th of last September. The Commonwealth government 
of Australia is about to undertake measures for the settlement of the 
Northern Territory, and during the present year it sent a small party 
to make preliminary investigations in that region. The leadership of the 
party was entrusted to Professor Baldwin Spencer. They went to Port 
Darwin, and thence across to Melville Island ; then they returned to Port 
Darwin and traveled south about two hundred miles, after which they 
crossed the continent to the Gulf of Carpentaria. Amongst all the tribes 
examined by the expedition the belief in the reincarnation of the dead is 
universal; and the same is true of the notion that sexual intercourse has 
nothing, of necessity, to do with the procreation of children. " The latter 
fact," says Professor Spencer, " is interesting, because we now know that 
this belief exists amongst all the tribes extending from south to north 
across the center of Australia." On the other hand, Professor Spencer 
found among these northern tribes none of the intichiuma or magical 
ceremonies for the multiplication of the totems which form so important 
a feature in the totemism of the central tribes ; nor could he discover any 
restrictions observed by the natives in regard to eating their totemic 
animals and plants. " The absence of intichiuma ceremonies," he adds, 
" is doubtless to be associated with the fact that the tribes in the far north 
live under conditions very different from those of the central area. They 
never suffer from drought or lack of food supply. This seems to show that 
the intichiuma ceremonies are a special development of tribes that live in 
parts such as central Australia, where the food supply is precarious." 
In one or two tribes along the Roper River a very curious totemic system 
was discovered. Among these people a man must marry a woman of a 
particular totem, but the children take a totem different from both that 
of their father and that of their mother. For example, a man of the Rain 
totem must marry a woman of the Paddymelon (a species of small kan- 
garoo) totem, and their children are of the Euro (a species of kangaroo) 
totem. Again, a Porcupine man marries a Lizard woman, and their 
children are Bats. In these tribes each exogamous class has certain 
totems associated with it, and the natives are convinced that the spirit 
children know into what woman they must enter, so that the offspring 
shall have the proper totem. Everywhere, too, among the tribes met with 
by the expedition, the women and children believe that the sound of the 
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bull-roarer is the voice of a great spirit who comes to take away the boys 
when they are initiated; but during the initiatory ceremony, when the 
boys are shown the churinga for the first time, they are informed that the 
noise in question is not made by a spirit, but by the churinga, or bull- 
roarer, which was used in the past by one of the mythical ancestors of 
the tribe. Lastly, Professor Spencer could detect among these tribes no 
trace of anything like a belief in a supreme being. On the whole, he con- 
siders that, with minor variations, the beliefs of these northern tribes are 
closely similar to those of the central tribes. Professor Spencer hoped 
to start about November 1 for another expedition to Melville Island, the 
inhabitants of which he is particularly anxious to study, as they are as 
yet virtually uncontaminated by European influence. His intention is to 
reside among them till February. All anthropologists will look forward 
with keen interest to the publication of Professor Spencer's fresh inquiries 
in this promising region. It is much to be regretted that his former col- 
league in research, Mr. F. J. Gillen, has been prevented by the state of his 
health from taking any part in these investigations. — The Athanwum. 

Mr. Saloman Reinach writes in the October number of the Quarterly 
Review of the present condition and progress of the science of mythology. 
He explains how the researches of Grimm and Mannhardt rendered insuf- 
ficient such theories as those of Fontanelle, De Brosses, David Hume, and 
Dupuis, causing them to be succeeded by the speculations of Kuhn and 
Max Miiller. After these came the theories of the present-day anthro- 
pological school popularized by Mr. Andrew Lang. The anthropological 
theories were more or less of a revolt against the philologists, due in part 
to the advance in philology itself. The colonial policy of England has 
provided also a fortunate influence in so far as it tended to expand the 
field of study beyond the Arian gods so as to take in the religions of 
savage peoples. The methods of the anthropological school, however, as 
practised by Robertson Smith and Mr. J. G. Frazier, are already disputed 
by psychologists and sociologists. 

In the course of lectures which Professor Bergson has just concluded 
at University College, London, the lecturer maintained that the functions 
of the brain are to form habits, to focus attention upon the material world, 
and to connect the present with the past. The sharp distinction between 
spirit and matter was deprecated, the only difference between them being, 
according to Bergson, a difference of duration. 

Professor Alfred Binet, whose death at the age of fifty-four years 
has been reported, was director of the laboratory of physiological psy- 
chology at the Sorbonne and was an enthusiastic student of the problems 
of child psychology. He founded L'annee psychologique in the year 1898 
and contributed many important articles of his own to that journal. His 
latest publication was " Les idees modernes sur les enfants." 

A collection of essays by William James entitled " Essays in Rad- 
ical Empiricism " is promised early in the year by Longmans, Green, and 
Co. The book is edited by Professor Ralph Barton Perry, who writes 
the preface. 



